MINUTES         DRYDEN TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING         MARCH 12, 2019

At 7:00 p.m. the Annual Dryden Township Meeting was called to order by Clerk Lori Doering. The pledge was given by the assembly.  


A motion by Frank Grimm to adjourn the 2018 Annual Dryden Township Meeting was seconded by Debbie Ebert. Motion carried.


A motion by Frank Grimm to appoint Joel Ebert as Moderator was seconded by Sonya Meyer. Motion carried.


A motion by Paul Wieman to accept the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by Pete Schilling and the motion carried.


County Commissioner James Swanson reported the county set the levy at 3%.They went with an outside firm to head the Planning & Zoning Department, they are updating their procedures and will revisit the position in 6 to 8 months. The Current County Administrator is leaving on April 12th. They have decided to post the position internally first and then go outside if they need to. The county is looking at raising County Road 6 Byway due to flooding. The county has some dead spots with the 800 megahertz system, they are looking at obtaining a grant for a tower in Arlington.  The Emergency Management position is currently vacant so they have decided to move it to the Sherriff’s Office. The Court House Construction is almost finished, everything except for Court Services is complete. The County, MnDot and the City of Gaylord has had talks of the re-alignment of Hwy 5 & Hwy 19 and 13th Street with a roundabout for possible construction in 2024. If anyone has concerns regarding ditches they should see Aaron or Marilee. Some of the upcoming projects will be a clean out on County Ditch Number 55, a culvert replacement on JD 18 and some rip-rap and bank repairs on County Ditch Number 61. They are also having discussions on JD 18 as there are delta problems, they may dredge it.

Moderator Joel Ebert read the minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting. Ron Otto made a motion to accept the minutes as read. Frank Grimm seconded the motion and the motion carried.


The Treasurer, Sonya Meyer presented the 2018 financial report. Allen Fredin made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as given, subject to audit and Frank Grimm made the second.  Motion carried. 


Frank Grimm made a motion to raise the current Pocket Gopher Bounty rate from $5.00 to $7.50. Paul Wieman made the second and the motion carried.


Ron Otto gave a road report; we applied 5,248 tons of gravel in 2018, about 2,000 more ton then in past years. We did some ditch work on 485th, we added dirt and rip-rap. We replaced a culvert on 451 by Gerald Lorentz. We reclaimed the other sides of the shoulders. We will wait a year or two before reclaiming again. We also replaced a culvert on Podratz’s driveway way due to the washing out of the township road. We sprayed the ditches again this past August and felt it was very beneficial. Dan Moore asked if we could notify him when we will be spraying in the future. We also plan to do some brush removal along 445th. The City of Arlington is planning on a new tanker and Dryden’s share would be approximately $10,597.88. Ron Elbert asked if we could blade the roads more often then we have been doing. The board stated we would look into options for more blading.

The Township is in the processing of being able to collect fine monies when an offence happens in the Township. The application is currently with the BCA for approval but it is a long process, we hope to hear something soon.


Township Hall discussion; we are continuing to look at plans and costs for our own township hall. Ron explained we are continuing to have space problems, not only meeting space but equipment and storage of township property and the cost for storage is continually increasing. The board was thinking a 40 X 40 meeting room space and approximately a 40 X 60 heated shop. The residents felt a letter to all residents with cost estimates should be sent out calling for a special meeting to discuss a new town hall and have a straw vote/poll on the issue.


The proposed levy was announced and opened for discussion; Dryden has proposed to keep the levy the same as last year at $129,500.00. After  some discussion, Avery Grochow motioned with Paul Weman making the second to approve the 2019 proposed Levy of $129,500.00, with $75,000.00 to Road & Bridge Fund, $30,000.00 to the General Fund and $20,000.00 to the Fire Fund and $4,500.00 to the  Ambulance Fund. The motion carried.


A motion for the 2019 Annual Meeting on March 10th 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the Gaylord Fire Hall was made by Frank Grimm and seconded by Pete Schilling and the motion carried.


There was an announcement that the Election of Officers will be at the General Election in November of 2020. Up for election is one Supervisor (C) and the Treasurer.


A motion to recess the Annual Meeting until further notice was made by Paul Wieman and Avery Grochow made the second. Motion carried. The time was 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Clerk Lori Doering.
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